AFRICAN CHARTER ON HUMAN AND PEOPLES' RIGHTS

ARTICLE 6 
Every individual shall have the right to liberty and to the security of his person. No one may be deprived of his freedom except for reasons and conditions previously laid down by law. In particular, no one may be arbitrarily arrested or detained. 
ARTICLE 7 
1. Every individual shall have the right to have his cause heard. This comprises: 

a) The right to an appeal to competent national organs against acts of violating his fundamental rights as recognized and guaranteed by conventions, laws, regulations and customs in force; 

b) The right to be presumed innocent until proved guilty by a competent court or tribunal; 

c) The right to defence, including the right to be defended by counsel of his choice; 

d) The right to be tried within a reasonable time by an impartial court or tribunal. 

2. No one may be condemned for an act or omission which did not constitute a legally punishable offence at the time it was committed. No penalty may be inflicted for an offence for which no provision was made at the time it was committed. Punishment is personal and can be imposed only on the offender.
