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MAHIENOUR EL-MASSRY 

 ماهينور المصري

 

BIOGRAPHY 

Mahienour El-Massry was born in 1986. She is an Egyptian human rights lawyer and an activist involved 

in the political life of Alexandria since the mid-2000s. Several times detained under the regime of deposed 

President Hosni Mubarak, she is one of the figures of the uprising that overthrew him in 2011.  

She continued her struggle after the “Arab Spring” and was again condemned under the Morsi and Al-Sisi 

regimes. 

She was last arrested on 22nd September 2019 by the police in Cairo after attending interrogations of 

demonstrators. She remains imprisoned in Al Qanatar Women's Prison. 

Mahienour El-Massry is the winner of the 2014 Ludovic-Trarieux Prize, awarded annually to a lawyer who 

has distinguished himself in the defence of human rights. The prize was awarded to her while she was 

already serving a prison sentence for “taking part in an unauthorized demonstration”. 

 

ENGAGEMENT 

Mahienour El-Massry discovered politics with Palestine when she was a teenager and started launching 

actions, rallies, collections and donations in her middle school in support for Palestinians.  

She took part in the cycle of mobilisations of the mid-2000s, often considered a precursor to the 

mobilisations of 2011. Mahienour El-Massry, a high school student at the time, surrounded by intellectuals 

and “historical” opponents of the Mubarak regime, demonstrated in front of hundreds of police officers. 

Her engagement took another turn when, in the second half of the 2000s, she became involved with 

families evicted from their homes in an outlying and working-class district of Alexandria.  

http://www.ludovictrarieux.org/fr-page3.callplt2014.htm
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Mahienour El-Massry organised peaceful demonstrations and supported political prisoners, using social 

media to denounce human rights violations.  

An uncompromising activist, she mobilised among workers, residents evicted from their homes, 

imprisoned activists, young people tortured by the police etc. Often described as a voice of the revolution 

and a defender of women's rights, her activism covers a wide range of activities : human rights, student 

rights, women's rights, workers' strikes, legal aid, police brutality, housing for the poor, corruption, trials 

against the military, heritage preservation, the right to public space, state land reclamation for the poor, 

climate change, the rights of street children or Syrian refugees. 

 

 

 

A LAWYER REPEATEDLY THREATENED AND IMPRISONED 

▪ 2014 

Mahienour El-Massry was initially convicted in absentia on 2nd January 2014, by the Sidi Gaber Court of 

Appeal in Alexandria, for having participated in a rally in front of a police station in Alexandria during the 

trial of the assassins of Khaled Said, an emblematic figure of the 2011 Egyptian uprising assassinated by 

policemen in plain clothes.  

In February 2014, she was sentenced to two years imprisonment and a fine of 50,000 Egyptian pounds 

(5,000 euros) for “organizing an unauthorized demonstration” by the Sidi Gaber Criminal Court in Alexandria. 

On 20th May 2014, a court in Alexandria confirmed her prison sentence. 

On 22nd July 2014, her sentence was reduced to 6 months imprisonment by the Sidi Gaber Court of 

Appeal in Alexandria. 
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On 21st September 2014, she was released early in part because of the support and efforts of the 

international legal community. While in detention, Mahienour El-Massry was indeed awarded the Ludovic 

Trarieux 2014 prize for her work in favour of human rights. The award was presented to her at a 

ceremony on 31st October 2014, during which the lawyer recalled the role of lawyers who “must be the shield 

to protect the marginalized and the voice of the voiceless”. 

After her release, Mahienour El-Massry resumed her fights, which earned her new arrests and convictions.  

▪ 2015 

In 2015, Mahienour El-Massry was prosecuted for participating in a rally in front of El Raml police station 

in Alexandria in 2013. Her attempt to defend demonstrators arrested at night was followed by clashes 

between opponents and supporters of Islamist President Morsi. She and several of her colleagues were 

arrested and assaulted by the police.  

On 9th February 2015, she was sentenced to two years imprisonment along with other human rights 

defenders by the criminal court of El Raml in Alexandria.  

On 31st May 2015, the Alexandria Court of Appeal sentenced nine human rights defenders, including 

Mahienour El-Massry, to one year and three months in prison, a decision confirmed on 20th September 

2015. 

On 13th August 2016, Mahienour El-Massry was released, after having served her prison sentence of one 

year and three months. 

▪ 2017 

On 18th November 2017, the Alexandria Criminal Court ordered the preventive detention of Mahienour 

El-Massry for her participation in a movement against the transfer by the government of the Tiran and 

Sanafir Islands to Saudi control in June 2016.  

The court adjourned the case until 30th December 2017 and ordered the lawyer to be remanded in custody 

immediately. She was accused of “participating in an unauthorized demonstration”, “insulting the President of the 

Republic” and “brutality”. 

On 30th December, Mahienour El-Massry was sentenced to two years in prison by the same court. 

She was finally acquitted by the Montazah Court of Appeal on 13th January 2018 and released on 16th 

January  2018. 

▪ 2019 

On 22nd September 2019, Mahienour El-Massry was arrested by the security forces, without a warrant, in 

front of the Cairo Prosecutor General's office. She was taken to an unknown location. 

Mahienour El-Massry's arbitrary detention is linked to her activities in defence of the demonstrators 

calling for the resignation of Egyptian President Abdelfattah Al-Sisi arrested during the demonstrations of 

20th  and 21st September 2019. More than 2,300 people were arrested in connection with these 

demonstrations.  
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On 23rd September 2019, the State Security Prosecutor General ordered the lawyer's preventive detention 

for 15 days. She was accused of “belonging to an illegal group”, “publishing fake news" and “abusing social media”. 

Her pre-trial detention was renewed every 15 days “for the purpose of the investigation” on 20th October  2019, 

3rd November 2019, 18th November 2019 and again on 11th February 2020 for 45 days.   

Mahienour El-Massry has already been awarded the Ludovic Trarieux Prize during her first detention in 

2014. As she was incarcereted again, the CCBE prize could provide her with some protection and 

visibility. She symbolises the very essence of a lawyer fighting to preserve and uphold fundamental rights 

in Egypt, and it is for this reason that the CCBE Award should be awarded to her. 

 

Articles / Press 

- Amnesty International ; 

- Cairn : Portrait of Mahienour El-Massry, “Alexandrine revolted” by Youssef El Chazli ; 

- CCBE : Letters in support of Mahienour El-Massry of June 22nd 2015,  Octobre 27th 2015, le 20 

December 20th 2017, le September 27th 2019 et le November 25th 2019 ; 

- OIAD : “Egypt : Arrest of Lawyer and Human Rights Activist Mahienour El-Massry” 

- Open Democracy : “From the revolution, we learned to be united”: leaving politics behind - an 

interview with Mahienour El-Massry. 

 

 

 

 

 

  

https://www.amnesty.org/download/Documents/MDE1211402019ENGLISH.pdf
https://www.cairn.info/revue-vacarme-2016-1-page-20.htm
https://www.ccbe.eu/fileadmin/speciality_distribution/public/documents/HUMAN_RIGHTS_LETTERS/Egypt_-_Egypte/2015/EN_HRL_20150622_Egypt_Mahienour_El-Massry.pdf
https://www.ccbe.eu/fileadmin/speciality_distribution/public/documents/HUMAN_RIGHTS_LETTERS/Egypt_-_Egypte/2015/EN_HRL_20151027_Egypt_Mahienour_El-Massry.pdf
https://www.ccbe.eu/fileadmin/speciality_distribution/public/documents/HUMAN_RIGHTS_LETTERS/Egypt_-_Egypte/2017/EN_HRL_20171220_Egypt_Concerns-regarding-the-detention-against-lawyer-Mahienour-El-Massry.pdf
https://www.ccbe.eu/fileadmin/speciality_distribution/public/documents/HUMAN_RIGHTS_LETTERS/Egypt_-_Egypte/2017/EN_HRL_20171220_Egypt_Concerns-regarding-the-detention-against-lawyer-Mahienour-El-Massry.pdf
https://www.ccbe.eu/fileadmin/speciality_distribution/public/documents/HUMAN_RIGHTS_LETTERS/Egypt_-_Egypte/2019/EN_HRL_20190927_Egypt_Arrest-of-lawyer-Mahienour-El-Massry.pdf
https://www.ccbe.eu/fileadmin/speciality_distribution/public/documents/HUMAN_RIGHTS_LETTERS/Egypt_-_Egypte/2019/EN_HRL_20191125_Egypt_Detention-of-lawyers-El-Baqer-Metwally-Hegazy-el-Massry-and-Ramadan.pdf
https://www.protect-lawyers.com/en/lawyer/6389/
https://www.opendemocracy.net/en/north-africa-west-asia/egypt-revolution-elections-sisi-prison-women/
https://www.opendemocracy.net/en/north-africa-west-asia/egypt-revolution-elections-sisi-prison-women/
https://www.opendemocracy.net/en/north-africa-west-asia/egypt-revolution-elections-sisi-prison-women/
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IBRAHIM METWALLY HEGAZY 

ي هاجزي تول يم م راه  إب

 

 

BIOGRAPHY 

Ibrahim Metwally Hegazy is a lawyer and a father. His eldest son, Abdelmoneim, disappeared on 8th July 

2013, during the bloody repression of public gatherings in Rabea Al-Adawiya and Nahda squares in Cairo.  

He specialises in the defence of fundamental rights and is a member of the Egyptian Commission for 

Rights and Freedoms.  

He cofounded the Egyptian Association of Families of the Disappeared established in 2016 (EAFD) and 

represents the families of victims of enforced disappearance in Egypt. 

ENGAGEMENT 

Ibrahim Metwally Hegazy started working on the issue of enforced disappearances after the disappearance 

of his son on July 8th, 2013. In 2016, he founded and coordinated the EAFD, a network of people whose 

relatives have been victims of enforced or involuntary disappearances. It was becoming urgent to make 

visible the terror that had descended on the Egyptian society in the aftermath of Marshal Al-Sissi's coup 

d'état, and first of all to compile the files of complaints to feed the UN Working Group on Enforced or 

Involuntary Disappearances, so that pressure could be exerted regularly on the Egyptian authorities. The 

organization registered 1300 cases throughout 2016 and 2017. 

Ibrahim Metwally Hegazy contributed to the preparation of the complaint files that led the UN Working 

Group on Enforced or Involuntary Disappearances to investigate numerous cases. He has defended 

hundreds of families of victims of enforced disappearance in Egypt, despite the risks posed to his own 

security and has contributed significantly to raising awareness about thoses practices. 

In addition, Ibrahim Metwally Hegazy is known to have provided legal advice to the family of Giulio 

Regeni, an Italian student from Cambridge University who disappeared in Cairo in January 2016 and 

whose body was found with traces of torture. The student had come to Egypt to research trade union 

activities in that country before he disappeared. 
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Organisation of human chains brandishing pictures of the "disappeared" in all governorates of Egypt. 

 

A LAWYER DETAINED FOR TWO AND A HALF YEARS FOR HIS HUMAN RIGHTS 

WORK 

On 10th September 2017, as he was about to fly to Geneva to meet with the UN Working Group on 

Enforced or Involuntary Disappearances, Ibrahim Metwally Hegazy was arrested at Cairo airport on 

suspicion of “financing and directing an organization created illegally and disseminating information undermining national 

security” (i.e. the EAFD). 

Ibrahim Metwally Hegazy's lawyers contacted the airport police and searched for him at nearby police 

stations, but were unable to obtain any information about his whereabouts. 

His whereabouts remained unknown until the evening of 12th September when the “Stop Disappearance” 

campaign reported that he had been found in custody at the State Security Prosecutor's Office (SSP) in 

Al-Tagammo' al-Khamis, a suburb of Cairo. The lawyer was subjected to two days of physical and 

psychological torture, including electrocution. He was 52 years old and suffered from chronic back pain. 

During his interrogation by the SSP, his home was searched by security forces. The official invitation of 

the UN Working Group on Enforced or Involuntary Disappearances and Ibrahim Metwally Hegazy's 

passport were confiscated as evidence in criminal case n° 900/2017 opened against him.  

“The fact that Mr. Metwally was arrested while en route to meet the Working Group suggests that this is an act of 

reprisal for his cooperation with a United Nations human rights mechanism, as well as a deliberate obstruction of 

his legitimate human rights activity to seek to establish the fate and whereabouts of his son and other disappeared 

people in Egypt” said Houria Es-Slami, Chair of the UN Working Group on Enforced or 

Involuntary Disappearances and Michel Forst, Special Rapporteur on the situation of human 

rights defenders. 
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On 12th September he was brought before the Prosecutor General of the military court for having “founded 

and directed an organisation created illegally” (i.e. the EAFD), “spreading false news” and “communicating with foreign 

entities in order to undermine national security”. 

Ibrahim Metwally Hegazy was then imprisoned in the high security section of Tora prison. Pending his 

trial, he is regularly brought before the prosecutor, who each time renews his detention, officially for 

"investigative purposes", i.e. the time it takes for the prosecution to artificially build up a case against him.  

The High Security Unit of the Tora prison complex is known for its appalling detention conditions where 

the risk of torture is high. His family members and lawyers are not allowed to visit him. Ibrahim Metwally 

Hegazy reportedly does not have access to necessary medical care despite his critical health condition. The 

prison administration refuses to transfer him to a hospital even though his health condition requires it.   

On 14th October 2019, Ibrahim Metwally Hegazy received a release order after two years of detention in 

despicable conditions. However, he remained in detention until he was charged in a new case (n° 

1470/2019) on 5th November 2019. He was charged with “being part of a terrorist group” and “financing of a 

terrorist group”. The State Security Prosecutor ordered his preventive detention for 15 days.  

This new charge appears to be a means of circumventing the maximum of two years for pre-trial 

detention prescribed by Egyptian law. He is currently still being held in Aqrab prison, where he has 

reported poor detention conditions, lack of adequate food and lack of adequate medical tests for his 

anaemia.  

Still in detention, Ibrahim Metwally Hegazy has so far never received any award recognizing his courage 

and his struggle for human rights. The CCBE Human Rights Award could have a protective effect for 

him and would be a true recognition of the legal profession as a whole. 

 

Articles / Press 

- Cairo Institute for human rights studies : “Rights groups demand release of Ibrahim Metwally and 

applaud international solidarity” ; 

 
- CCBE : Letter in support of Ibrahim Metwally Hegazy of September 27th 2019 ; 

- International Federation for Human Rights : “Egypt : Ongoing arbitrary detention of Ibrahim 

Metwally Hegazy” ; 

- Frontline defenders ; 

- Mada Masr : “European Parliament adopts resolution condemning human rights violations in 

Egypt” ; 

- United Nations : “UN rights experts dismayed by arrest of Egyptian lawyer Ebrahim Metwally en 

route to meet them” ; 

https://cihrs.org/rights-groups-demand-release-of-ibrahim-metwally-and-applaud-international-solidarity/?lang=en
https://cihrs.org/rights-groups-demand-release-of-ibrahim-metwally-and-applaud-international-solidarity/?lang=en
https://www.ccbe.eu/fileadmin/speciality_distribution/public/documents/HUMAN_RIGHTS_LETTERS/Egypt_-_Egypte/2019/EN_HRL_20190927_Egypt_Continued-detention-of-lawyer-Ibrahim-Metwaly-Hegazy.pdf
https://www.fidh.org/en/issues/human-rights-defenders/egypt-ongoing-arbitrary-detention-of-ibrahim-metwally-hegazy
https://www.fidh.org/en/issues/human-rights-defenders/egypt-ongoing-arbitrary-detention-of-ibrahim-metwally-hegazy
https://www.frontlinedefenders.org/fr/case/ibrahim-metwally-hegazy-arrested
https://madamasr.com/en/2018/12/13/news/u/european-parliament-adopts-resolution-condemning-human-rights-violations-in-egypt/
https://madamasr.com/en/2018/12/13/news/u/european-parliament-adopts-resolution-condemning-human-rights-violations-in-egypt/
https://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=22079&LangID=E
https://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=22079&LangID=E
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- World Organisation Against Torture : “Egypt: Torture and ongoing arbitrary detention of Mr. 

Ibrahim Metwally Hegazy” ; 

- European Parliament : “Resolution of 13 December 2018 on Egypt, notably the situation of 
human rights defenders” 

 

https://www.omct.org/human-rights-defenders/urgent-interventions/egypt/2017/09/d24544/
https://www.omct.org/human-rights-defenders/urgent-interventions/egypt/2017/09/d24544/
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/doceo/document/TA-8-2018-0526_EN.pdf
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/doceo/document/TA-8-2018-0526_EN.pdf

