Statute of the International Criminal Tribunal for the Prosecution of Persons Responsible for Genocide and Other Serious Violations of International Humanitarian Law Committed in the Territory of Rwanda and Rwandan Citizens Responsible for Genocide and Other Such Violations Committed in the Territory of Neighbouring States, between 1 January 1994 and 31 December 1994
[…]
Article 19 

Commencement and conduct of trial proceedings 

1. The Trial Chambers shall ensure that a trial is fair and expeditious and that proceedings are conducted in accordance with the rules of procedure and evidence, with full respect for the rights of the accused and due regard for the protection of victims and witnesses. 

2. A person against whom an indictment has been confirmed shall, pursuant to an order or an arrest warrant of the International Tribunal for Rwanda, be taken into custody, immediately informed of the charges against him or her and transferred to the International Tribunal for Rwanda. 

3. The Trial Chamber shall read the indictment, satisfy itself that the rights of the accused are respected, confirm that the accused understands the indictment, and instruct the accused to enter a plea. The Trial Chamber shall then set the date for trial. 

4. The hearings shall be public unless the Trial Chamber decides to close the proceedings in accordance with its rules of procedure and evidence. 

Article 20 

Rights of the accused 

1. All persons shall be equal before the International Tribunal for Rwanda. 

2. In the determination of charges against him or her, the accused shall be entitled to a fair and public hearing, subject to article 21 of the Statute. 

3. The accused shall be presumed innocent until proved guilty according to the provisions of the present Statute. 

4. In the determination of any charge against the accused pursuant to the present Statute, the accused shall be entitled to the following minimum guarantees, in full equality: 

( a ) To be informed promptly and in detail in a language which he or she understands of the nature and cause of the charge against him or her; 

( b ) To have adequate time and facilities for the preparation of his or her defence and to communicate with counsel of his or her own choosing; 

( c ) To be tried without undue delay; 

( d ) To be tried in his or her presence, and to defend himself or herself in person or through legal assistance of his or her own choosing; to be informed, if he or she does not have legal assistance, of this right; and to have legal assistance assigned to him or her, in any case where the interests of justice so require, and without payment by him or her in any such case if he or she does not have sufficient means to pay for it; 

( e ) To examine, or have examined, the witnesses against him or her and to obtain the attendance and examination of witnesses on his or her behalf under the same conditions as witnesses against him or her; 

( f ) To have the free assistance of an interpreter if he or she cannot understand or speak the language used in the International Tribunal for Rwanda; 

( g ) Not to be compelled to testify against himself or herself or to confess guilt. 

